
Outcomes of EN-HZ 11-2019 
The Meeting utilized a significant part of time on addressing Sufficiency of Measures and HELCOM 
knowledge and Science needs aspects, thus several remaining issues were only briefly addressed in 
the current meeting and are likely to be revisited at future meetings. 
 
Agenda Item 1: Adoption of the Agenda  
1.1 The Meeting adopted the agenda. 
 
Agenda Item 2: Sufficiency of Measures (SOM) and HZ Topic Team  
2.1 The Meeting took note of the Activity-Pressure survey that was presented as part of the ongoing 
SOM analysis. 
 
2.2 The meeting raised the following questions, and received the following answers: 

• What level of activity is relevant to consider in the survey? – activities representing a 
pressure estimated to be greater than 5% should be considered. 

• Is the survey specifically requesting input and data now? – yes, the request is for experts to 
provide their expert based evaluations into the file provided. 

• Will the survey also be shared with other contact points from the HELCOM Contracting 
Parties? – It is possible to additionally copy the survey request to contacts from the SOM 
Platform. 

• Is a single response per Contracting party required or how will multiple responses per 
country, region, or sub-region be handled? – the model can accommodate this and the 
output will provide probability distributions linking human activities to specific pressures in 
the Baltic Sea Region. 

• How is the historic burden of contaminants (e.g. Mercury) handled in the approach, for 
example much of the pressure for some substances relates to historic deposition? – such 
aspects are likely handled in a later step within the model that relates to natural time-lags 
due to aspects such as slow degradation rates of contaminants. Thus, new inputs, or 
recirculation/re-distribution of the contaminants in question are the main focus. 

• The question of how offshore inputs, e.g. releases from scrubber waters, were accounted for 
was raised. This aspect was considered to be a potentially important source (i.e. a direct 
input to Baltic Sea waters) though information on quantifiable volume and concentration of 
such discharges were not seen as simple. 

The Meeting took note that the survey and guidance would be sent to the EN-HZ group after the 
meeting. Responses are requested by 28 October but, if possible, submissions before 17 October 
would be greatly appreciated. Questions and responses can be directed to the Secretariat 
(luke.dodd@helcom.fi). 
 
2.3 A brief update was provided related to ongoing work by the HZ Topic Team, led by Sweden and 
Denmark and Supported by Finland (associated with the SOM Platform). The information included: 

• To support the SOM work summaries are being developed for the four main substances 
selected for the SOM analysis. 

• Draft summaries on Mercury and Organotins (TBT) are available in the meeting site and 
comments on these documents would be welcomed by 17 October. 

• Draft summaries on Diclofenac and PFOS (PFAS) will be made available to the Expert Group 
as soon as available, with a deadline for commenting provided. 
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2.4 The planned HZ Workshop for SOM (held back-to-back with PRESSURE 11-2019 (in Brussels on 22 
October) was introduced briefly and it was informed that national nominations to take part in that 
process were underway. 
 
2.5 The call for synopses to support the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan (selection of new 
measures and actions, see link to right hand side of page from above link) was briefly introduced. It 
was noted that the deadline for responses was the end of 2019. It was agreed that a reminder 
would be sent by email at a later date. 
 
Agenda Item 3: HELCOM Science needs survey 
3.1 The Meeting took note of the request for input into the HELCOM knowledge and scince needs 
process, including initial proposals provided by Denmark: 

I. The instructions regarding the survey on HELCOM knowledge and research needs. 
II. The HELCOM survey of knowledge and research needs_template. 

III. The initial proposals to initiate discussion, as provided by Denmark (see document 3.1). 

3.2 The Meeting discussed additional aspects to include and the Secretariat agreed to compile all 
suggestions into a single file and share it with the group for a brief commenting session prior to 
inclusion in the main summary that would be submitted to relevant HELCOM Working Groups. 
 
Agenda Item 4: ICES update on further developments related to integrated assessment tool 
4.1 The Meeting thanked ICES for the presentation on developments related to the HELCOM 
Hazardous Assessment Tool (HAT) and related to the application of less than values and 
uncertainties. 
4.2 The Meeting suggested that trends would be good to present as part of the output tables and 
ICES considered that this issue could be taken up at the OSPAR MIME meeting to facilitate further 
development in cooperation with OSPAR. 
4.3 The Meeting agreed that ICES and The Secretariat should further discuss data related to CHASE 
(integrated assessment tool, data from HOLAS II) and share the needed information to adjust the 
data visualisation as needed. 
4.4 The question was raised as to if CHASE visualisation/presentation could be further developed to 
show what compound is most strongly driving the integrated assessment result. Discussion was held 
on also defining what matrix it was in (also valuable information), though it was considered most 
important to know the substance driving integrated assessment rather than the matrix. 
4.5 The Meeting discussed as to if MORS data (radioactive substances) could be incorporated in ICES 
in the future to enable that assessment to be more easily combined in HELOCM HAT. No conclusion 
was made, though this topic was considered to be one to address in a future meeting. 
4.6 ICES introduced the OSPAR MIME document on less-than values and uncertainties and the 
Meeting considered that it should be reviewed by national experts and then re-discussed at the next 
meeting of EN-HZ. There was a general feeling that if practical it would make good sense to carry out 
similar analyses as to OSPAR (especially from CPs that are involved in HELCOM and OSPAR). 
4.7 The Meeting agreed that EN-HZ should review the document on less-than values and 
uncertainties in preparation for the next meeting of the group. 
 
Agenda Item 5: HELCOM Monitoring and Assessment guidelines 
5.1 The Meeting briefly discussed the Monitoring and Assessment Guideline for PFOS in biota, and 
took note of the questions posed to regional experts in EN-HZ within the document.  
5.2 The Meeting agreed to provide comments by the end of 2019 at the latest. 
5.3 Estonia agreed to prepare an updated version based on the comments received for the next 
meeting of EN-HZ with the aim of submitting a version to State and Conservation in spring 2020. 
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5.4 The Meeting briefly discussed the ISO standard for PFOS in water and how it was expected to be 
published early next year (2020). Members of EN-HZ with access to it offered to share it with the 
group at the appropriate time. 
 
Agenda Item 6: Indicators and assessments 
6.1 The Meeting postponed specific detailed discussion on various topics listed till the next meeting 
of the group due to time constraints and the need to focus on preparations for the Second HELCOM 
Indicator Workshop.  
6.2 The Secretariat offered to draft a document summarizing the major points raised in this, and 
earlier meetings, in preparation for the Second HELCOM Indicator workshop. The Meeting agreed to 
a short commenting period for the document. 
6.3 The final document was subsequently submitted to the Second HELCOM Indicator Workshop, as 
provided by this link. 
6.4 The Meeting also briefly addressed the regional information collated by German experts related 
to the biological effects indicator, Fish Disease Index, and requested that it also be included as 
supporting information for the Second HELCOM Indicator workshop. 
 
Agenda Item 7: Any other business 
7.1 The Meeting took note that the questionnaire related to biological effects had been submitted to 
State and Conservation and should be distributed via the Working Group (i.e. since the current 
constellation of experts within EN-HZ generally did not include many biological effects experts).  
7.2 The Meeting proposed that the next meeting of EN-HZ could be held in late February/ early 
March and (if approved) be held back-to-back with the proposed biological effects workshop. The 
meeting agreed a poll should be sent out to select a suitable date. 
 
Agenda Item 8: Outcome of the Meeting.  
The outcome of the Meeting is presented in this document. 
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